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Goal of electricity labelling

hMarket transparancy

hConsumer rights

hLiberty of choice

hEducation/Information
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Political Background

hInitiative bill by MP

hStudies conducted by Ministry on:

hConsumer behaviour

hTechnical and economical aspects

hDiscussion with relevant market parties
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Setting

n Dutch Market:
n 1 million households chose green;
n large import;

n Developments:
n NGO-push*
n Commercial initiatives

n Current EU discussions
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SKM System Design

Label • Certificate
• Contract
• Hybrid 

Choice
Choice

Choice
Choice

customer supplier producer
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SKM criteria of system design

h Reliability of the system

h Not rigid

hPractical

hExpansion of the system

hRegulatory perspective

hBalanced in terms of costs and benefits
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Labelling in practice
lessons learned

n Back side more complicated

n Front side follows back side

n Basic, uniform verification system at least 
in a regional trading area

n Consider the amount of information a 
consumer can handle
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SKM Conclusions

n Certificate based *

n Product based

n Ex-ante information for consumers

n Preferably EU-wide: 
n Start simple
n Possibilities to expand
n Only one “GO”



Electricity disclosure Berlin 11-12 September 2002

Way ahead?

n Consensus on labelling in EU 
perspective

n Implementation of the Directive:
n Basics of system design (the back side)
n A uniform European label:

n Consensus on basic categories on label
n Reference value for final customers

Label


